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"Tobacco -- What it is -- Where it came from --What it means"  

It is any date in the early days of August of any year. The farmers of North Carolina, especially 
of Robeson County, have cured and graded their tobacco, and they are ready to start their trips to the 
Fairmont Tobacco Market. The streets are jammed with people of all races and descriptions. The high 
and the low, rich and poor, the young and the old, every member of the family has come to town to see 
the Tobacco Market open. Thousands of laborers mill around the doors of the Redrying Plants and the 
Prize House and the Auction Houses, want-ing to "get on".  The stores are full of merchandise and the 
merchants are anxious to show their wares and get their share of the "Yellow Gold". The vaults of the 
bank are bursting with money to pay for the golden weed. The medicine shows have found a place to 
pitch their tents and cry the wonders of their miraculous cure-all drugs. The old time minstrel show and 
the circus will be here in a few days, as soon as the "Yellow Gold" begins to roll. Truly Fairmont    
becomes a different city as it is transformed into "Tobacco Row" as soon as August 1st comes. Its 
population more than doubles as it becomes a hustle, bustle, catch as catch can, in the mad scramble for 
some of the "Yellow Gold". 

All this had its beginning way back in 1492 when the sailors of Christopher Columbus reached 
this new hemisphere and found the Indian smoking rolled tobacco leaves in a crude sort of "cigar". 
Early European settlers were intrigued by the habit, and by 1525 there were tobacco plantations in 
Mexico. History records that Ralph Lane, first British Governor of   Virginia, introduced smoking to 
Europe in 1586. Europeans loved the mellow Indian weed and before long the settlers in America were 
growing it. They came here to find gold, but alas, it could not be found, but the golden leaf was a 
happy substitute. John Rolfe was the first man who made big business of growing tobacco. He         
imported seed from Trinidad and Caracar, and began growing "Bright Leaf' for which North Carolina 
has today become famous. 

No, tobacco was not gold, but it was the next thing to it. Very soon it became a medium of      
exchange in the tobacco-growing colonies of North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and Maryland. 
Preachers, merchants, doctors and school teachers were paid by the pound of tobacco. As time passed 
the "Yellow Gold" was imported all over the world and today it is immensely popular in every country 
in the world. It has been said that tobacco sold on the Fairmont Market goes to the four corners of the 
earth. Wherever you find good smoking you will find Robeson County Tobacco.  

Tobacco in the early days was used in pipes, in cigars and in, snuff. Then one day the cigarette 
was born, and the entire world seized upon this pleasant and convenient way to smoke. Just after the 
civil war, the making of ready made cigarettes was begun, and then to a greater extent than ever before 
tobacco succored the civilization that produced it. 

A new milestone in the growth of the industry was the discovery of the flue curing method about 
1869. Flues were first used to dry fruit, and then it was tried on tobacco and  became an immediate  
sensation. Today a very large percentage of North Carolina's tobacco is of the flue cured variety.  

For generations tobacco has been the ruling facts in the economy of North Carolina. The       
prosperity and well being of our people depends upon it. Our fine schools, many of our hospitals, our 
good roads, our public buildings, all are an indirect, if not direct, result of the prosperity of the tobacco 
farmer of this State. 

Every person living in the Border Belt of North and South Carolina know the above to be true. 
The Border Belt towns of Fairmont, Lumberton, Whiteville, Fair Bluff, Clarkton, Fayetteville, Tabor 
City, Lake City, Loris, Mullins, Dillon and Darlington depend upon their markets for survival. For  
example, Fairmont, the biggest market in the Border Belt, sold in 1951 58,715,896 pounds of tobacco 
for an average of $53.86. The entire Border Belt sold 169,019,498 pounds for an average of $53.28. 

On this Farmers' Day we pay tribute to the "Yellow Gold" and the man who grows it. 

Excerpt from 1952 FAIRMONT FARMERS FESTIVAL Program 



2008 - 2009 Fairmont Farmer’s Festival Queens 
 

(Front) Royal Ambassador Victoria Flowers,  
Mini Ambassador Rachel Sealy, Wee Miss Alina 

McCollum, Little Miss Madison Strickland 
  (Back) Ambassador Shaina Hunt, Junior Miss Brittany 

Deese, Teen Miss Brianna Hunt, Miss Ava Lyne Lewis 
Tiny Miss Haley Ivey 











 











































 

Contestants 
Wee Miss 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Little Miss 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raniyah Taylor 
Daughter of Jessica  

Patterson & Jamie Taylor 

Madysyn Brook Oxendine 
Daughter of Patrick &  
Kimberly Oxendine 

Kensley Neil Newberry 
Daughter of Ashley Bass & 
Dustin Grimsley & the late 

Neil Newberry 

Gabriell Ki Stackhouse 
Daughter of Kellie Sampson 

& Brisco Stackhouse 

Leah Rene’ Locklear 
Daughter of Ronald & Joni 

Locklear 

Arwen Ann Williams 
Daughter of Jeni & Kenny 

Williams 

Kaylin Danielle Bailey 
Daughter of Tammie &    
William (Bill) Bailey 

Chloe Grace Locklear 
Daughter of Jamie & 

Patricia Locklear 

Kiley Krista Oxendine 
Daughter of Chris & 
Lucinda Oxendine 

Ruby Faith Parker 
Daughter of Tim & Sonya 

Parker 

Lea Shenal Oxendine 
Daughter Brittany Oxendine 

Makaylie Cierra Jacobs 
Daughter of Brian & 

Donna Jacobs 

Meghan Elizabeth Larson 
Daughter of Tim & Jenny 

Larson 

Natalee Kay Britt 
Daughter of Erica Britt 

Dajsha Lynn Fields 
Daughter of Jennifer  
Morgan & Eric Fields 

Adriana Laine Gay 
Daughter of Angela Lynn 

Gay 



Tiny Miss 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Junior Miss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Teen Miss 

Madilyn Ashley Mayers 
Daughter of Michael &  

Ashley Mayers 

Madelyn Rose Sealey 
Daughter of Fit and Mary 

Lou Sealey 

Jasmine Kari  
Leigh-Ann James 

Daughter of Anthony & 
Heather James 

Makaila Sumer Clark 
Daughter of Tony & 

Mary Beth Clark 

Tristen Carole Rich 
Daughter of Clifton N. & 

Michelle Rich 

Brooke Joyce Smith 
Daughter of Scott & Tara 

Ivey 

Yasmon Tamara Carter 
Daughter of Tina Carter 

& Tommy McClain 

Elizabeth Alexandra Rogers 
Daughter of Sue & Tommy 

Rogers 

Aimee Nicole Warwick 
Daughter of Mary Warwick 

Erika Nicole Berry 
Daughter of Lafon & 

Cindy Berry 



Miss 

Kensey Ann Bartley 
Daughter of  

David & Ann Bartley 

Elizabeth Ashton Hunt 
Daughter of  Mr. & Mrs. Terry 

Jones & Mr. Randy Hunt  

Andrea Page Locklear 
Daughter of  

Shelia A. Hammonds 

Kerri Anne Floyd 
Daughter of Mark Floyd 

Leanna Nicole Hunt 
Daughter of  Terry & JoAnn 

Hunt 



The Fairmont Farmer’s Festival Scholarship Pageant 
3:00 Pageant 

 

Welcome and Introduction of Master of Ceremonies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Angie Lovin 

 

Welcome and Introduction of Judges, Auditor and Judging Procedures. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .Ms. Holly Young 

 

Opening by the 2008-2009 Queens 

 

Introduction of 2009-2010 Contestants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wee Miss, Little Miss and Tiny Miss Contestants 

 
Special Entertainment.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Haley Oxendine 
 
Entertainment Royal Ambassador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Flowers 
 
Wee Miss Competition 
Farming Attire 
 
Little Miss Competition  
Farming Attire 
 
Tiny Miss Competition 
Farming Attire 
 

Entertainment Mini Ambassador. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rachel Sealy 

 

Intermission (15 Minutes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Recognition of Visiting Queens  

Hotdogs, popcorn and drinks served outside, Bathrooms located in gym, no smoking on school grounds 

 

Entertainment Miss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Lyne Lewis 

 

Farewell Royal Ambassador Victoria Flowers 

 
Wee Miss Competition 
Formal Wear 
 
Little Miss Competition  
Formal Wear 
 

Farewell Mini Ambassador Rachel Sealy  

 
Tiny Miss Competition 
Formal Wear 

 
Farewell Wee Miss Alina McCollum and Little Miss Madison Strickland  
 
Special Entertainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Holly Young 



Winners from Photogenic Competition 
Wee Miss, Little Miss and Tiny Miss 
 

Mini Ambassador - Crowning from the 2008-2009 Queens 

 

Crowning of 2009-2010 Wee Miss, Little Miss and Tiny Miss 

 

6:30 Pageant 
 

Hotdogs, popcorn and drinks are served outside 

 

Welcome and Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mayor Charles Kemp 

 

Welcome and Introduction of Judges, Auditor and Judging Procedures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jamee Hunt 

 

Opening by the 2008-2009 Queens 

 
Introduction of 2009-2010 Contestants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Miss, Teen Miss & Miss Contestants 
 
Special Entertainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jamee Hunt 
 

Entertainment Miss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Lyne Lewis 
 
Junior Miss Competition 
Farming Attire 
 
Teen Miss Competition 
Farming Attire 
 
Miss Competition 
Professional Wear 
 

Entertainment Junior Miss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brittany Deese 

 

Entertainment Teen Miss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brianna Hunt 

 

Intermission (15 Minutes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Recognition of Visiting Queens  

Hotdogs, popcorn and drinks served outside, Bathrooms located in gym, no smoking on school grounds 
 
Entertainment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Ava Lyne Lewis and Allison Curtis 
 
Farewell Ambassador Shaina Hunt 



Junior Miss Competition 
Formal Wear 
 
Teen Miss Competition 
Formal Wear 
 
Farewell Junior Miss Brittany Deese and Teen Miss Brianna Hunt 
 
Miss Competition 
Formal Wear 
 
On Stage Question 
Miss 
 
Farewell Miss Ava Lyne Lewis 
 
Introduction of 2009 - 2010 Winners 
Wee Miss, Little Miss, Tiny Miss, Mini Ambassador 
 
Winners from Photogenic Competition 
Junior Miss, Teen Miss and Miss 
 

Ambassador - Crowning from 2008 - 2009 Queens 

 

Crowning of 2009- 2010 Junior Miss, Teen Miss & Miss 
 
Thank you all for helping this year be successful.  Thanks to the 2008-2009 Queens and their parents, who have 
worked really hard. These girls have done a lot together and have had much fun doing them. You have been Busy 
Little Bees! I am going to miss you all just like I miss all my Past Queens. Good Luck to you all and God Bless You! 

 

Mrs. Angie 



Special Thank You 
 
Festival Chairman - Jenny Larson 
The ladies of Angie's Touch of Class "Bake Sale" 
Sound System - Joseph Ancona 
Security - Fairmont Police Department 
Stage Assembly – Fairmont Public Works 
Pageant Tea - 2008-2009 Queen Moms 
Judges Dinner - Fairmont Woman's Club 
Videographer– Al Miller 
Photographer - Jo Ann Lewis 
Ticket Attendants - Lib Haywood and Sue McNeill 
Auditor – Betty Hunt 
Emcees – Holly Young and Jamee Hunt 
Queen Slideshows - Tracy McCormick 
Queen Photos - Andy Andrews 
Mr. and Mrs. P.C. Purvis 
 
Stage Decoration - Pageant Committee 
 

Gifts and Prizes 
 
Sonic        McNeill’s Jewelry 
Kerr Drug       Village Station 
Angie's Touch of Class - Angie Lovin     Cinema Four Theatre 
Mayberry Insurance      Hissy Fit 
Fairmont Pizza       The Hardware  
Lumberton Bowling Alley      Emily’s Salon 
CiCi's Pizza       Golden Corral 
Fairmont Family Fitness      Farmers Furniture 
McDonalds       Lucinda’s Jewelry   
Subway        Maxway    
Cracker Barrel       JCPenney 
Wal-Mart       Biggs Park Mall  

 
Donors 

 
Dr. Hal Herring, Jr., Optometrist      Lewis Brady Builders Supply  
Dr. Lionel Chamberlain, Optometrist    Fairmont Woman’s Club 
Fairmont Rowland Propane     Woodmen of the World Youth 1336 
   
       



 
Educational Scholars 

 
BB&T - $200.00 Savings Bond 
 
First Bank - $200.00 Savings Bond 
 
Lumbee Bank - $50.00 Savings Bond 
 
L & M Convenient Mart & Grill - $400.00 Savings Bond 
 
Lumberton Ford - $400.00 Savings Bond 
 
Floyd Brothers Construction  
 
Children’s Health of Carolina 
 
Fairmont Rotary Club 
 
Woodmen of the World 225 
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1100 N. Walnut Street 
Fairmont, NC 28340 

(910) 628-9558 



 

 

 

FLOYD BROTHERS 
 CONSTRUCTION 

 
 
 

740-8612 
740-1580 

 
Wayne Floyd         Calvin Floyd, Jr. 

 
Angie’s Touch of Class 

 

Medfast Weight Loss 
 

628-6027 



  

  

  

   

  



  

  

  

   

  

Elect  
Perry  

ASHLEY 
 

Fairmont Town Commissioner  
Nov. 3, 2009 
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Fairmont 
Woman’s  

Club 
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Lodge 225 
And  

Youth 1326 

 

 



 

 





FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 
 

Fairmont Chamber of Commerce Festival Golf Tournament (Shotgun start) .......................1:00 p.m. 
Dinner and Concert - Mark Roberts and Breeze, Tickets Couple $20, Individual $15 .........6:00 p.m. 
Fairmont Golf Club 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 
 
Opening Ceremonies  ............................................................................................................9:40 a.m. 
     Greetings - Mayor Charles Kemp 
     Greetings -  Miss North Carolina Katherine Southard 
     Recognition of Guests/Dignitaries 
    
Parade (over 100 units) .........................................................................................................10:00 a.m. 
Grand Marshals:  E.R. and Alma Gause 
 
Car , Motorcycle and Tractor Show Registration  .................................................................8:30 - 12:00 Noon 
Hosted by the Fairmont Civitan Club 
Awards (Town Hall parking lot) ...........................................................................................2:30 p.m. 
 
Civil War Reenactment Camp (Fairmont Community Park) ................................................10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
“Raid on Ashpole” Reenactment Battle (across street from park, next to canal) ..................2:00 p.m. 
(Hosted by Harrington Light Artillery & the N.C. Artillery Association) 
 
Arts and Crafts near the museum (over 40 vendors) .............................................................8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
Concessions  (over 20 vendors) ............................................................................................8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
STAGE 1 (Next to Library) 
 
Spiderman (rap/hip-hop)  ...................................................................................................... 11:30 - 12:15 p.m. 
 
Dark Water Rising (rock/country)......................................................................................... 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
 
The Charlie Red Corn Band (rock/country) .......................................................................... 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
 
STAGE 2 (Border Belt Museum) 
 
Lumberton Gymnastics .........................................................................................................11:30 - 12:00 p.m. 
 
Lily Walker and friends (gospel) ..........................................................................................12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
 

DANCE - SOUTHEASTERN NC AG CENTER, LUMBERTON, NC 
 

THE PIZAZZ BAND  .............................................................................  ............................ 9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. 
Sponsored in part by First Bank 
Tickets $12 in advance, $15 at the door 
Coolers Welcomed, No Bottles 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 
�

Civil War Reenactment Camp (Fairmont Community Park) ................................................10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
Time Period Outdoor Church Worship service .....................................................................11:00 a.m. 
“Raid on Ashpole” Reenactment Battle (across street from park, next to canal) ..................2:00 p.m. 
(Hosted by Harrington Light Artillery & the N.C. Artillery Association) 
�
 

 
2009 FAIRMONT FARMERS FESTIVAL 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 



Pageant Program by Jenny Larson, Festival Chairman 


