June 22, 1987
Mr. Leamon Brice
Town Manager
Fairmont, North Carolina 28340

Dear Mr. Brice:

Mayvor Willie Brooks Webster asked me in
a letter on March 7, 1986, to head a history
committee for the purpose of gathering
facts on the town of Fairmont. He wished
that these facts be made available by 1987
for the Robeson County Bi-centennial
celebration.

Upon acceptance, 1 called upon the
following individuals and they agreed to
serve with me:

Mrs. David L. Huff (Flora)
Ms. Nell Floyd

Mrs. Creft Haggins

Ms. Ilar Bell McDonald

Mrs. Pearl Kramer

Mr. William Curtis MeGirt Jr,

While others were asked, they chose not
to serve or to take a more active role.
However, some have furnished valuable in-
formation, This committee has met since
June, 1986, appropriately in the old Atlantic
Coastline depot. Although we have not met
every month, we have exchanged a lot of in-
formation.

In our search for information, the town of-
fice has been most cooperative. Unfor-
tunately, records from the early years of
Fairmont’s history have been misplaced or
destroyed. Therefore, this has been a pro-
gram of research into secondary
documents, as well as tracing down old ver-
bal stories.

So that the citizenry of Fairmont and
South Robeson may help us “fill in the
gaps" for many of the lost years, the history
committee would like to set up a booth for
the upcoming Farmers' Festival for the
purpose of displaying old pictures and other
memorabilia,. We will make ourselves
available to anyone who has some history to
“pass on.” We need to finish this compila-
tion so that by February 27, 1999, when we
celebrate our town’'s centennial, we,
hopefully, will have a complete and ac-
curate history. In the meantime, we will
have all “known history™ at this time, and
the Schedule of Events for the day of the
festival, ready for publication by August 8.

As you have heard, this area has been
known as the Ashpole Community for a long

time. To set the record straight, this writer
does not know how the name Ashpole was
derived. There is much speculation but
nothing of any substantial proof. We do
know that the Ashpole Swamp extends
below the South Carclina line, and starts
bevond Highway 301, west of Seaboard
Coastline Railroad, and Elrod. According to
the records at the Robeson County Court
House, the earliest deed, written in
November of 1753, records a 100-acre tract
of Joseph Dawson, and uses the landmarks
of: south of Drowning Creek, [(Lumber
River) and north of Ashpole Swamp.

The name of “Ashpole™ has been used in
South Robeson by wvarious organizations
and churches such as: 1792-Ashpole
Preshyterian Church; 1825-Ashpole Baptist
Church; Ashpole Academy-1874; Ashpole
Lodge #335-1875; Ashpole Institute-1878;
Ashpole Center United Methodist Church
{1880); The town of Ashpole
(Fairmont)-1901; Ashpole Lodge #528 (1904 );
Ashpole Elementary Center School (1926):
and Ashpole Trading Company (1971); Bank
of Ashpole-1904.

After a number of yvears this community
known as Ashpole became known as Union
City. This was due to the Private Laws Act
of North Carolina which reads as follows:

Session 1899
Chapter 112

An Act to Incorporate the Town of Union
City, in Robeson County.

The General Assembly of North Carolina

do enact:
Section 1. That the village now known as
Ashpole in Robeson County, be and the
same is hereby incorporated under the
name and style of “Union City" and shall be
subject to all the provisions of chapter
sixty-two (62) of second volume of The Code
of North Carolina.

Section 2. That the corporate limits of
said town shall be as follows, viz: Beginning
at the point where the Inman and Ionia
roads intersect and runs north one-half
mile; thence east one-half mile; thence
south one mile, thence west one mile;
thence north one mile, thence east one-half
mile, making one mile square.

Section 3. That the officers of said town
shall congist of Mayor, five aldermen, a
marshal and a clerk and treasurer.





































































