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THESE COMMITTEES GET AN “A” BY MAYOR CHARLES KEMP 
 

       I’ll bet that sometime in your life you’ve served on a committee: church, school, social or another 
avenue of your experiences and have varying opinions about your effort. Some are loners and hate 
group work. Others need the support of ideas and structure. Others don’t want involvement, period. 
Many positive and negative comments have been offered about committees but I really like the one I 
heard one time from our town manager. He said that committees were “a cul-de-sac down which ideas 
were driven and quietly quashed”. If you think about this quote it makes sense. How many “great” 
committee ideas had you had in your activities only to hear others say “that won’t work” or some such 
ego deflating statement? Made you want to head for the door, huh? 
     I can tell you that there is one sure way to insure a committee’s success and keep the members 
egos from being battered and bruised. The answer: KNOW THE TALENTS, KNOWLEDGE, AND 
DESIRE OF THE MEMBERS. Always works. I know because in my 40 years as a teacher I have had 
the occasion to appoint a ton of student committees in all areas of school life and with few exceptions 
they’ve been successful. Just know the mission you seek and then appoint those who agree with it and 
can rally around it. Then you’ll see results. It’s all in knowing your folks’ hearts and member     
chemistry. 
      In the past 34 months I have had the occasion to appoint quite a few committees and can tell you 
that they have been very successful at the tasks they were given. In the remaining lines I have today 
I’d like to express my appreciation to these groups and the great work they’ve done for our           
community. They’ve been quite an asset to our ongoing re-vitalization and life improvement efforts 
here in town. 
      In December 2005, I created the Beautification, Economic Enhancement, and Downtown        
Revitalization Committees who were tasked with ideas and efforts to improve our community’s looks, 
find new industry and business, and find ways to revive our “dead” downtown. These committees 
don’t actually exist now because they have either completed their task successfully or have merged 
into the N. C. Main Street Committee which was created in June 2006 after we successfully wrote and 
were awarded a grant for its assistance. They were staffed by dozens of well meaning, energetic, and 
very serious citizens who wanted to bring Fairmont alive again. And they have done just that. I am 
very proud of all that has occurred because of their energy and hard work. A new park, announcement 
sign, Memory Lane, new street lights, two new industries, stores painted, jobs created, and     
neighborhoods cleaned up. Oh yes! These committees get an “A” from me. 
      In October 2006 I created “Seniors In Touch”, an organization to assist the senior citizens of our 
town in social ways. Needing guidance in this effort I organized the Seniors In Touch Committee 
made up of five citizens. We have become a family and our monthly meetings take on a happy,  
laughing time along with our planning. They make the calls in our phone tree system, plan our      
outings, design our menus, and keep me in line which is not that easy a job. What a thrill to work with 
these fine citizens. I gotta give ‘em an “A” too. 
      Most recently I have appointed a Boy’s and Girl’s Fund Research Committee and a group I call 
the Christmas Crowd. One is composed of six citizens with years of fund raising expertise all      
channeled into finding the sources of revenue to create and sustain a local club. They are hard at work 
now on that very task. The Christmas Crowd is composed of a dozen folks most of whom have never 
been invited to participate before in community affairs. They are planning a series of events for    
Friday December 5th to include a twilight Christmas parade (the only one in Robeson County),     
community tree lighting, and fantastic entertainment in the Heritage Center afterwards. They are 
bright and very talented citizens and they have definitely earned an “A”. 
      There you have it my good friends. The report card is plain and simple. Work has been assigned, 
work has been or is being completed and the grade is an “A”. I have given many in 40 years and these 
are much deserved. We are so fortunate to have such dedicated and talented citizens who have been 
and are willing to serve us all to help make Fairmont a better place to live and work. HERE’S YOUR 
“A” GUYS, YOU DESERVE IT. 
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All community children are 
invited to drop by the front 
porch of the Fairmont Town 
Hall on Friday, October 31st 
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. and trick 
or treat with THE MAD  
S C I E N T I S T  D R .          
E LE CT R O DE  ( Ma yo r 
Kemp).  Parents should park 
in the municipal building 
parking lot and accompany 
smaller children to the front 
porch where a treat will await 
them.  
The Fairmont Recreation 
Department is hosting a Car-
nival in the Fire Station from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  There will 
be a costume contest and 
games for the kids.  HAVE A 
H AP P Y  AN D  S A F E      
HALLOWEEN! 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 

Each Saturday - Focus On Fairmont Radio Show with Mayor Charles 
 Kemp, 12:00 noon, WSTS 100.9 FM. 
Saturday, November 1 - Guinness World Record truck pull and 
 strength demonstration, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. John Brookfield and John 
 Bruney will  attempt a two man tractor trailer truck pull over a one 
 mile course just  south of town to the medical clinic on Walnut 
 Street. Afterwards they will demonstrate their incredible strength in 
 the Town Hall parking lot. This is a free event. 
Tuesday, November 4 - Election Day - Don't forget to go vote!  
Tuesday, November 4 - N.C. Small Town Main Street meeting, 6:00 
 p.m., Council Chambers.  
Wednesday, November 5 - North Zone Discussion Group, 5:30 to 6:30 
 p.m., Rosenwald Elementary School Cafeteria.  
Friday, November 7 - Fairmont High School Football - HOME vs. 
 South Robeson, 7:30 p.m.  
Saturday, November 8 - "Red, White & Blue Sidewalk Sale",       
 Downtown Fairmont, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Vendors and Store  
 bargains, food, Dr. Electrode returns for more fun and music. To 
 honor our Veterans there  will be a tribute program at 11:00 a.m. at 
 the Heritage Center. Members of the Army Reserves will            
 participate. Please plan to attend.  
Monday, November 10 - Chamber of Commerce social, Site TBA.  
Tuesday, November 11 - Town offices and schools closed in            
 observance of  Veteran's Day. Let's honor our veterans today!  
Tuesday, November 11 - Central Zone Neighborhood Discussion 
 Group,  6:00 to 7:00 p.m., Fairmont Middle School Cafeteria. 
Monday, November 17 - NCDMV Mobile Drivers License Unit, 10:30 
 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., in front of the Fire Hall. 
Tuesday, November 18 - NCDMV Mobile Drivers License Unit, 8:30 
 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., in front of the Fire Hall.  
Tuesday, November 18 - Regular Town Board meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
 Council  Chambers.  
Wednesday, November 26 - Schools closed, Teacher workday. 
Saturday, November 22 - Lumberton Christmas parade in downtown  
 Lumberton.  
Thursday, November 27 and Friday, November 28 - Town offices 
 and  schools closed in observance of Thanksgiving. 

The 2008-2009 Fairmont Farmers Festival Queens.  Front Row (left to right):  Royal Ambassador Victoria 
Flowers, Little Miss Madison Strickland, Mini Ambassador Rachel Sealey and Wee Miss 

Alina McCollum.  Back Row (left to right):  Miss Ava Lyne Lewis, Teen Miss Brianna Hunt, Tiny Miss 
Haley Ivey, Junior Miss Brittany Deese, and Ambassador Shaina Hunt. 


