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OK, SO WHAT’S UP NEXT? BY MAYOR CHARLES KEMP 
      
A couple of weeks ago a ribbon was cut and the door opened for our new community building, The 
Fairmont-South Robeson Heritage Center. Judging by the comments I have heard citizens who have 
toured it are very pleased. I am so glad because as long as we waited for it we certainly wanted to make 
sure it looked good. It is now ready to be rented and I hope it will be used quite a lot. This building, 
although made of brick, sheet rock, and mortar, can be a unifying factor in our effort to both improve 
the quality of life and bring our citizens together in town. But a question looms on the  literary horizon. 
What’s next? 
     Over the past 33 months we have experienced many interesting and entertaining events. Some have 
been sponsored by churches, others by civic groups, still others by schools, and a few just by private 
citizens. Doesn’t matter who put them on we have enjoyed them all. A quick review will  reveal     
recreation events like Dixie Youth Baseball, T-Ball, softball, and soccer. The Farmers Festival       
Pageants and womanless pageants have put a select few in the spotlight. We have honored Dr. Martin 
Luther King, hid Easter eggs, Christmas caroled downtown and lit a community Christmas tree. We 
sweated together at National Night Out and cheered on our schools sports teams. The Farmers Festival 
brought thousands of us together for our big day and we were dazzled by our annual fireworks        
extravaganza. After all that you need to sit and rest for a spell, huh? Nope. Don’t have time. We have a 
lot more fun things to do. Wanna hear more? Read on. 
      Even with the Heritage Center providing the backdrop for events both private and public the town 
and its related groups can’t take a vacation so what follows is a brief overview of some activities and 
events, some intentionally vague, for you to whet your entertainment appetite on. These are some of 
the things you can look forward to over the next three months. 
       Let’s start with October. The first Saturday will feature an afternoon outdoor concert in the     
Community Park. It’s a benefit concert in the name of a local fellow, Gary Suggs, who passed away 
last year. The organizers will raise funds through donations taken up at the concert for his daughters. If 
you like blue grass, a little country, with a tad of southern rock thrown in this musical interlude is for 
you. Time for a little beauty on the second Saturday. Our famous festival pageant is up next with our 
lovely ladies seeking the coveted crowns. Angie Lovin and her helpers always make the event special. 
On the Friday before Farmers Festival, the Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a brand new event. A 
golf tournament out at our town’s course, Flag Tree. Ought to be fun. The third Saturday of  October is 
our big day. The Fairmont Farmers Festival has and always will be a spectacular mix of parade, food, 
music, and fun. It is not to be missed. Chairperson Jenny Larson and the others on her festival        
committee bring us thrills year after year.  You think you need a breather after these three weeks. Can’t 
let you sit down and nap right yet. Halloween is just around the corner and Dr. Electrode is getting 
ready to pass out candy to all his little kid friends on the porch of town hall Halloween night.  
       Now on to November. First up is a dazzling event. Two powerful men will be in our town around 
2:00 on Nov. 1st to set a Guinness World Record pulling a flatbed tractor trailer in a designated 
amount of time. One of the men was a part of a trio who broke a world record doing this same thing in 
1994 here in town. After the pull they will put on a strength demonstration in our town hall parking lot 
the likes of which you’ve never seen.  We will have our annual Veterans Day tribute during week two 
and then we’ll have to start resting up for eating day.  
      After that what can we possibly be cooking up? Just this.  A new committee has been formed 
named “The Christmas Crowd” and they have a few tricks up their sleeve. How about a “twilight 
Christmas parade” this year? No one else has that. Tied in with a community tree lighting and lots of 
entertainment in The Heritage Center, Friday December 5th ought to really get folks in the Christmas 
spirit. The next day is the Marietta and Lake View parades so the Christmas season is going to come in 
with a bang this year.  
        Now you can sit down and wipe your brow. Is this enough to keep you busy? If not I can      
probably find some bingo for you to play or a few other events to peak your interest. In any event here 
are some things to look forward to and to keep this sleepy little town with “nothing to do” active. Jump 
right in. Enjoy yourself.  
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 Farmers Festival 
Parade Entry 

Forms and Vendor 
Applications Now 

Available! 
 

The 22nd annual Fair-
mont Farmers Festival is     
Saturday,  October 18. If 
you are interested in    
being in the parade, car 
show or want to have a 
craft booth, please con-
tact Jenny Larson at 628-
9766, ext. 17. Entry 
forms and vendor        
applications are also 
available in the Water         
Department, as well as at 
the town website, 
www.fairmontnc.com/
farmersfestival.htm.  The 
Festival is  sponsored in 
part by a Grassroots 
Grant from the NC Arts 
Council.      .  
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Calendar of Events 
 
 

Each Saturday - Focus On Fairmont Radio Show with Mayor 
 Charles Kemp, 12:00 noon, WSTS 100.9 FM. 
September 20 - October 4 - Fall Litter Sweep/Clean and Green. 
Monday, September 22 - Rosenwald Elementary School PTA  

meeting, 6:00 p.m.  
Friday, October 3 - Schools closed, Teacher workday.  
Saturday, October 4 - "Community Chat" - 11:00 a.m., Heritage 

Center. Mayor Kemp invites all citizens to come and discuss 
community issues.  

Saturday, October 4 - Senior Bingo, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Heritage 
Center.  

Saturday, October 4 - Gary Suggs Benefit concert for his daughters, 
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m., Fairmont Community Park. Southern 
Rock, Blue Grass and Country. 

Tuesday, October 7 - N.C. Small Town Main Street meeting, 6:00 
p.m., Council Chambers.  

Saturday, October 11 - Fairmont Farmers Festival Scholarship   
Pageant, 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., E. R. Gause Auditorium, 
Rosenwald Elementary School.  

Monday, October 13 - Fairmont Chamber of Commerce, 6:30 p.m., 
Council Chambers. 

Tuesday, October 14 – Issue Forum, 6:00 p.m. Heritage Center. 
Thursday, October 16 - Community Watch, 7:00 p.m., Courtroom.  
Friday, October 17 - First Annual Fairmont Chamber of Commerce 

- Farmers Festival Golf Tournament, Flag Tree Golf Course, 
Four Man Captain's Choice, 1:00 p.m. shotgun start.  

Saturday, October 18 - 22nd Annual Fairmont Farmers Festival. 
Monday, October 20 - NCDMV Mobile Drivers License Unit, 9:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., in front of the Fire Hall. 
Tuesday, October 21 - NCDMV Mobile Drivers License Unit, 8:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in front of the Fire Hall. 
Tuesday, October 21 - Regular Town Board meeting, 6:00 p.m., 

Council Chambers.  
Friday, October 31 - Schools closed, Teacher workday.  
Friday, October 31 - Trick or Treat with Dr. Electrode, Front Porch 

of Town Hall.  Halloween Carnival at Fire Station, Time TBA. 

FALL LITTER SWEEP 
SEPTEMBER 20 - OCTOBER 3 

 

September 20 – October 3 is Fall   
Litter Sweep 2008.  During these two 
weeks, citizens can discard old       
furniture, appliances, and other big 
bulky items at no charge.  For more 
information, contact Public Works at  
628-0064. 
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Amanda Watson 
Scenes from the Fairmont-South Robeson Heritage Center opening 


